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Another story in which three magic objects regularly appear is that of The Knapsack, the Hat, 

and the Horn (Type 569). This talc is not generally so popular as the one concerning the 

marvelous fruits, but it has a much wider distribution. It seems to be about as well known in 

Indonesia and India as it is in Ireland. It has never been systematically studied, and a cursory 

examination of its distribution does not throw much light on its history. It appeared in 

Germany in literary form as early as 1554 and has been frequently used by later writers. Its 

popularity in the old tradition of such countries as Germany, Flanders, Ireland, and Russia 

would indicate that it has had a vigorous life quite aside from the literary tradition.  

The details of the transactions in this story differ a good deal from version to version, though 

the general outline is clear enough. The youngest of three brothers finds a magic object, 

exchanges it for another, and by means of the second gets hold of the first again. By such trick 

exchanges he comes into possession of the three magic objects which give the tale its title, 

and with these he is able to produce an indefinite amount of food and a huge army. He makes 

war against the king and succeeds in all his enterprises.  

This tale differs from the other stories of magic objects in that there is no loss or recovery. 

The simplicity of the plot makes it natural that it has attached itself to other stories with ease.  
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 Finally, a half dozen stories well known over the entire world present major problems of 

investigation because of the great mass of materials at hand, much of it still unorganized. 

Each of them offers a challenge to future scholarship. These six tales are: The Man on a Quest 

for his Lost Wife (Type 400); Cinderella (Type 510A); The Bird, the Horse, and the Princess 

(Type 550); The Knapsack, the Hat, and the Horn (Type 569); The Master Thief (Type 1525); 

and The Rich and the Poor Peasant (Type 1535).  

 

  

 


